
ADAIR COUNTY: 
NOVELIST THRIVES AGAINST A KENTUCKY BACKDROP 

Novelist Janice Holt Giles wasn’t born in Kentucky, but she may 
best be known for books she set in her adopted state.  Starting 
in 1950 with “The Enduring Hills,” about a family in the 
Kentucky mountains, Giles, who lived in Adair county, 
published 24 books over the next 25 years. Her books have 
sold more than 3 million copies and are noted for their action 
and imagery. 

The Janice Holt Giles Society produced this poster  in conjunction with efforts to restore the Giles home in Knifley. 
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The Kentucky Historical Society (KHS) educates and engages the public through Kentucky’s history in order to confront the challenges 

of the future. KHS, an agency of the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet, is accredited by the American Association of Museums. 


